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()n Septenrher 8, the clay ltrost of the natiorr'.s chi]dren lr,cre scheclulcrl to return to school, the
f)cltlrtnrent <lf Itducirtirlrr Stritistics issricrl a rel)ort, conrnrissionerl lrr, Oongress, on arlult literrrcr
Itttl Itttnteritcl, i1, the Unitctl Strtes.'l''lrc rcsults? \{ore tl'ran 90 nrillirln rriluit.\rrr.r'ic,rns lr,:1,..1
sirrt;lle literacli Feu'er thtrr 2() percento{tthose suncy'etl crxrld corrrpare rwo urctrrphors in a poerrr;
not 4 percent coulcl calculate the cost of-clrpetirgJ rt rr gir err pr:ice firr e roor-r1 of a q'ir cr.r size, usinq rr

calcularor. As the DOtr report r'r-as being issued, as if to echo its findings, tu,o of the narion's largest
school svstenrs hacl clelayecl their openings: in Neu'\brk, to rernove rsbesros frcirn irqinq. buiidingst
in (lhicreo, Lrec:rusc of a hrtle oler the burdqet.

Inspireil ltt'r1-re report tn(l the tlelrtys, Punrlits orrce rrgrrir-r bcgrrn ch:rnting tlre trtrnililt'litirnr.oi
tlre etlrtcltiot-r crisis. \\t'r"e lreitril it rll nrany tinres befirre: 1,10,0(X) chilrlrcn brir.rq' q'uns irlons rr ith
their pcncils irntl lt<iol<s

to school each nrot't'ting; jur.enile'Jrrests for nrutcler increascrl bv tl-5 percent fl'onr 1987 ro
199i; rlore than -1 .000 yollnq-sters r.r.ill rlrop or-rt today and er.err.r1.ll'fbr the rest of the schor,l
I'ear" until about 600,000 are krsl- br.'June-in nanvr.u'ban schools, perhaps ha]f the enrollnrent..\
lot of the dropouts lyi11 encl up in prison, rvhich is a snrer lter tirr vor-lng black rnales than co1l.:.
one itr lour u.il1 p,tss through the correctional s\.stenr, lnrl at lcast tr.vcl out of thrce of th,,r- l
be tlr'opouts.

In quiet counterltoint t() thosc staggcring f:rcts is trrrothcr set of st..rtistics: te..rchers nt,t...
thrtn ttccouutalrts! lrrchite'cts, cloctors, lawy,crs, cnq'ineers, jrrcltcs, hcaltlr 1'lr'ofcssionels. rrLrrlr: .

sur\revors. Tl-reV can e:trn higher sallries teaching in Berlin, Tirkrrr, Ott.au,,.r, or --\nrsrer,i,::- -

Nerv York or (lhicaq'o" Arrerican chilclre n are in school only about 180 davs a \relrr. i'rs .rr':l r. r . - -
or rlore for: chilclren in Er:rope or Tzrpan. T'he richest school districts (school fir-r,rirc::- _ -

federal) spencl fir'ice as rruch per: student as poorer ones tlo. The poorer ones scci:. l
help: childr:en r.r'ith vencrc'ei rliselse orAIl)S (2.5 nrillion trdolescents lnnu.rllr i, :r

trrrltslttitte(1 ciisease), gllngs in tl-re schoolyarcl, drugs in the cllss r'()()rn) chii,lr.'r,
of honrcwork, plll,groLrntl flretiehts f-eaturil-re Lrzis irrrtl (llocl<s.

(llclrly, the socirrl crorrrrrrct thtt <)bliues lrlults to l)rt\/ t..lrt:s so thrt cjril,lr'." -

it-r inrrliuent dimgcr of col lapse. \er tirr all thc astonishing strrtisrics. rr()iL .

11o one seems to be Iistening.The education crisis is kind of likc riolLnLu, - - -

it gets the more inert we irecorne, and t]re rnoLe of itr,r,e require to rr.,:-.. : -
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